
                             Subject  - English  

                                   Lesson – 4  

                                 Saving Chilika  

Summary of the lesson 

Chilika is the finest bird sanctuary in India. This unique half saltwater and half freshwater lake is situated 

in Odisha is 70kn in length and 30km in breadth.  

In this lesson you will learn story about a man , Nandakisore, who killed a bird when he was a young boy,  

he felt guilty and decided to save an entire Bird Sanctuary.  

In 1981, Chilika was recognized as a Ramsar Site for its ecological importance and rich biodiversity. In a 

matter of 10 years, all this changed. Chilika was tagged as a degraded site. 

This was because of a dual tragedy that struck Chilika. Firstly, there was the illegal catching or killing of 

animals.  

About a thousand birds were killed everyday by shooting, trapping in nets and by poisoning them with 

pesticides and soon the number of birds slowly became fewer. Around the same time, the mouth of the 

lake started narrowing down so the amount of sea water entering the lake decreased. Due to the 

reduced salinity, many freshwater weeds began to grow here, which in turn destroyed the vegetation of 

the lake.  

When Nandakishore came back to Chilika, he saw that there were only a few thousand birds left. He 

decided that he would do everything possible to save the birds. He talked to people in the neighbouring 

village and came to know that the birds were killed by a group named dirty dozen which was led by a 

man named Madhu Behera. 

Nandakishore met the members of the group and explained them that they should stop doing such a 

cruel task. But, the stubborn poachers paid no head to him and warned that ‘you should not interfere in 

our livelihood.’  

Even after such a huge threat, Nandakishore refused to give up. He took support from the locals of that 

village This made the poachers so angry and they threatened him to face consequences if he did not 

leave them alone. Instead of being afraid he told them firmly that ‘kill me but stop killing these innocent 

birds.’ A week later, the dirty dozens reached Nandakishore’s house and were completely changed. 

Nandakishore's words changed the dirty dozens hearts and they pledged to save Chilika as well as the 

flora and fauna there. Now the poachers turned as the protectors of the environment. Nandakishore 

realised that the poachers had extensive knowledge about the birds. He decided to tap up their 

knowledge. He held workshops for them and trained them to become nature guides. 

Several organisations came forward to make Nandakishore’s eco-tourism efforts more successful. The 

Chilika Development Authority provided equipments like binoculars and tents. Finally in the year 2002, 

Chilika was removed from the red list. This is the only ecosystem in Asia to have ever come out of the 

dreaded list due to the selfless efforts of Nandakishore.  

Answer the following questions  



1. What led to Chilika being listed as a ‘degraded site'? 

2. How did Nandakishore try to persuade the ‘Dirty dozen’ to give up poaching? 

3. Give one instance of how the former poachers stood by their promises. 

4. Why did Nandakishore decide to train Madhu Behera's team to become nature guides? 

5. How did the Chilika Development Authority develop and support ecotourism in Chilika? 

 


